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JOHN’S BLOG: November 2021
The French poet, Stephanie Mallorme, once wrote,
“Every Soul is a melody which needs renewing.”
As we enter the last few months of 2021 and see the leaves fall from the trees in
anticipation of winter, it is a good time to take into account how our souls are holding up. Is
the melody of our souls a joyful one bringing us new life as we come towards the end of
2021, or does it need to be refreshed and renewed?
Music and the language of the spirit have always been closely attuned to one another (pardon the pun!).
In Psalm 92 we read:
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare your
steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night, to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre. For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your
hands I sing for joy.”
Recently I read an online article about activities correlated with happiness. One of the activities named was:
listening to music. Not surprisingly, listening to music, or playing music, seems to contribute to a sense of
personal well-being and happiness. It is clear that the Psalmist knew this as he entered the temple on the
Sabbath to worship God.
Music and its melodies always seem to speak to our hearts and spirits alike. So much of “secular” music has
strong connections to the sacred.
KiKi Dee performed a song in the 1970s entitled, “I’ve Got the Music in Me”. From where I sit, it could well
have been sung in church. One can easily replace the word “music” with the word “spirit”. Just read its lyrics:
“Ain’t got no trouble in my life. No fullish dreams to make me
cry. I’m never frightened or worried. I know I’ll always get by. .
. I’ve got the music in me, I’ve got the music in me, I’ve got the
music in me . . . Gonna tell you I’m in the neighborhood.
Gonna Fly like a bird on the wing. Hold onto your hat honey –
sing, sing, sing, sing.”
What is the music in YOU? What is the melody of God’s care for you that keeps
playing in your soul? Let us sing, sing, sing, sing of God’s care and love for us!
Your Pastor, John

Stewardship Sunday November 7
Please remember that Stewardship Sunday is November 7. Your timely
pledge to support this church in 2022 monetarily will help the Session secure
the wants and needs of the congregation. We are asking for your steadfast
support as we move forward in continuing to do God’s work through our
dedication of funds to our selected ministries. Your generosity is truly
appreciated.
Our handbell choir will be preforming with the band. Come to church and here them play on
November 14th and December 12th.
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . .
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide.
Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to
unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explores
the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in
membership are encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in
conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office at 882-2505
at any time.

Window on the Session
The October meeting of the Session covered the following topics:
• Worship reported they are continuing to work with the sound vendor to improve
sanctuary and broadcast sound for services. Worship also discussed the Nov 14 meeting
agenda on opportunities, options and cost associated with additional worship services.
They are looking for sincere congregational feedback on this topic.
• The Session voted to remove roping for all services effective immediately.
• All Saints and Stewardship Sunday are both on Nov. 7. There will be a limited Kirking
acknowledgment with bagpipe on Oct. 31 -the new facilities use program for church use
and rental goes into effect Jan. 1 -Sunday School is active for adults and children with the
church opening at 8:30 am on Sunday.
• Donations were made to Wild Hearts, Presbyterian Disaster Relief and DSS.
Dave Hartman
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Our first ever "plant
sharing" event on
Saturday, October 23,
was a success! 200 ++
plants found a new
home….mostly on
Saturday and a few
more on Sunday after
church. Voluntary
donations equaled $264
and will be divided
among Days for Girls,
Oconee United
Ministries and Ripple of
One.

SPC has many knowledgeable plant enthusiasts and all enjoyed sharing ideas, experiences and MUCH
LAUGHTER!!!
Sincerest thanks to all who donated plants, assisted in set-up and clean-up, took plants home and just
"hung around" to get better acquainted and enjoy the beautiful day together.

Below is a letter that came to O.U.M. thanking them for the help.
Nancy, Thank you so much for helping me with the water and power bill. It is so nice to see
that people still care about others in this crazy world. Sadly, He is still in my house and he
has cost me just about everything that I have ever had. So sorry about my handwriting I
have to have surgery… I just have had way to much going on. I cant thank you enough for
everything that you have done for me. Jamye

2021 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
We will again offer the opportunity to make a donation during the Christmas season in
honor or in memory of others. The donations will cover the cost associated with the floral
arrangements during the Sundays of Advent. An effort to use natural available greenery and
floral materials will minimize the arrangement cost. As in years past, all additional funds will be
donated to the Oconee United Ministries. Thank you for your contributions.
In honor or in memory of (circle one) _________________________________________________

Name(s) giving the donation _________________________________________________________
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Sandy Bomely was born and raised in New York State. The youngest of 5 children. She
attended Old Dominion University where she met her husband of 30 years, Bill.
Over the years, they moved 9 times with his job as a Professional Boy Scout. One of
their favorite homes was in the Upstate, where they bought a vacation home on Lake
Keowee.
Bill’s sudden passing in 2017 in Texas prompted Sandy to move back to South Carolina
to be near family. Sandy is a lifetime Para-Educator and is currently employed at Blue
Ridge Elementary as Family Liaison.

Sandy enjoys visiting her large family in NY and Florida, as well as playing golf and pickleball. The current love
of her life is Bo, her year old mini goldendoodle.

Patrick and Margaret Bernier
Margaret was born and raised in Columbia, South Carolina and studied at University
of South Carolina. She is employed with Edward Jones. Patrick was born in
Massachusetts but raised in Anchorage, Alaska and studied at The Citadel. He is
employed with Duke Energy.
They have one daughter who is married and lives in Rapid City, South Dakota. Since
they married in 1995, they have enjoyed living in South Carolina, California, Oregon,
Tennessee, Georgia and Louisiana. Margaret and Patrick recently celebrated their 26 th wedding anniversary.
They enjoy volunteering, traveling and spending time with friends and family.
Chad Hodge is originally from Spartanburg where he attended Dorman High. He has a
degree from Clemson (Go Tigers!) in Agricultural Mechanization and Business.
Erin Fall is originally from Salt Lake City, Utah. She has a degree in Anthropology from
Utah State University (Go Aggies!)
They met on Match. com in 2015 and have been together ever since. In his free time,
Chad enjoys boating and watersports. Erin enjoys gardening, travel, and good food.

Hello! As you all know, this can be a busy time of year and just like
any time of the year, accidents can happen. In the unlikely event
that such occurs and the assistance of a device, such as a pair of
urse crutches or a wheelchair, is needed, Seneca Presbyterian now has a
‘Medical Supply Closet’. The medical supplies are now stored in the
closet down the hallway beyond the church office. Items can be borrowed
for the length of time needed and returned following such. Feel free to take a look
at what is available and ask either Robin or Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse, for
assistance. Stay safe and enjoy this fun time of year! Regards, Ernie
Ernie Lombard, RN

P
N
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
The coffee cart will be on November 7th! You can still PRE-ORDER for faster service, but
there is a good variety of coffee to choose from, and special order is always available!
We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast and in regular grind,
fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by check, make it out to
SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please email or call Bonnie
Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008 to order OR with any questions!
Café Justo is a grower-owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a
pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a
sustainable small-scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your
coffee purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training and resources for a successful
business and living wages.

TOUCHING THE LIVES OF CHILDREN
Thornwell is all about children and youth. These children may
have come from situations that included abuse, starvation,
neglect, parents or grandparents who could not care for them.
They may have arrived at Thornwell in the middle of the night,
scared and confused. At Thornwell, they are immediately
welcomed by amazingly dedicated house parents into a family setting where they experience love, trust,
healthy family life, faith, success, and hope for the future.

Thornwell Home for Children is a ministry of the Presbyterian Church and supported by members like us. It is
located in Clinton, SC, just 1½ hours south of Seneca.
In addition to on-going support, Presbyterian churches in the Southeast take a special offering each year
around Thanksgiving. Last year our congregation very generously gave $3,620.00 for this offering as well as
numerous other financial and tangible donations through the year, such as welcome baskets and blankets for
newly arriving children. The need continues and grows. Let’s challenge ourselves to meet or exceed what we
gave last year. The special offering will be collected on Sunday, November 14th, but donations may be made
any time in the coming weeks. Make your checks out to Seneca Presbyterian Church, designated for
“Thornwell”.
On behalf of the children who will benefit from our response, thank you in advance! Mission Community Care
encourages your generous response.

COME JOIN US FOR BROWN BAG AND BIBLE STUDY (BB&B)
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
Everyone is welcome to attend!

Date: Thursday
Time: 12:00 - 1:15
Study: “The Applause of Heaven” by Max Lucado
(a study of the Beatitudes)

We will be meeting at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom.
$13.79 Amazon or $11.99 Christianbook.com
If you have any questions, you can contact Dian Yanessa (864-882-0282) or John Hartman (864-280-1888).
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SPC Shared Blessings Pantry
A BIG thank you goes out to all of you for being
so faithful to our Shared Blessings Pantry. It is
being filled many times a week by our
congregation and others in the community and
it is helping many people…most who are our
neighbors!
One important request - please don’t leave anything that will perish in a day
or two. Many times in checking the pantry we’ve found spoiled vegetables
and/or fruits and the box begins to smell.
The church continues to fill the pantry on Mondays and Fridays and
appreciates all you do to help in whatever way you can. SPC Deacons

Church Staff
‘Tis the Season to Show our Appreciation for our Church Staff! A reminder that
Christmas is just around the corner. Anyone who would like to make a donation to the
staff Christmas gift fund, is free to do so by Sunday, December 12th (absolute deadline).
Please include “Staff Christmas Gift” on your check. It is a wonderful time to remember
our office secretary, financial secretary, parish associate, music and custodial staff
members.
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October 13, 2021
Below is a translation of a note we just received from Alga to our church. Our church, through two Sunday
School classes and the annual Christmas bake sale, has for several years been providing financial support
and encouragement to Alga and family through World Vision, a world-wide Christian, humanitarian
organization. Alga is now 15 years old.
Alga and family live in the Tigray region of Ethiopia, a region that has experienced major unrest and war
with horrible atrocities during this past year.

Hello! I am so happy to have received a warm letter and a colorful post card
from you this past summer season here. I feel great and proud of you. Here it
is difficult time now. We are very horrible by the war in our area. Everything
is blocked and no school and other activities at all.
Our near by World Vision and other humanitarians are helping our
community in providing pure water, medicines and food items.
Thanks God! Still I and my family are safe. Please, pray for us to stop the war
here. I wish all the best and peace there!
Sponsored Child, Alga-Zeray
Many of you already know about the Oconee United Ministries and how it was formed in
1981 in Richland by a group of people worried about the poor of Oconee County who
needed assistance with utilities and rent, how it moved to our Chapter House in 2007, and
how it became a United Way partner in 2015. Over the past 37 years, OPSF had disbursed
over $1,975,000 to 22,389 households in Oconee. What you might not know is that a group
of compassionate Presbyterians decided that OUM was a worthy cause and brainstormed
how to raise funds for the agency. With the dedication and hard work of Dr. George Harper, Noel and Betty
Lehner, Paul LaRoche, Carolyn Maddox, Ann Smith, and Robin Smith, "Our Brother's Keeper Golf
Tournament”, benefitting OUM, celebrated its fifth birthday! This committee went door-to-door to county
businesses, signing up sponsor after sponsor and creating a whirlwind of support for the tournament! When
all was said and done, 88 golfers participated in the tournament, 198 businesses were visited, and 113
businesses and other generous individuals shared in the sponsorship. Food and drink to feed an army were
donated by 5 local restaurants. On the day of the event, many other people volunteered (24 to be exact) in
all aspects of the tournament. This was an awesome, incredible outpouring of love and support for the work
of the fund and a blessing for the needy of Oconee County! As a member of the Board of OUM, I speak for
every Board member when I express my heartfelt appreciation for your validation of the work we do in
Christ's name. We give you our pledge to be steadfast in our stewardship of your generosity. With Christian
love, De French, President, O.U.M.
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Presbyterian Women
All Seneca Presbyterian Church women are invited to join us for any of the things that
work into your schedules. Our Circles will have their regular meetings. Each has
chosen a different time in order to accommodate busy schedules.
•

Circle Two meets in the library on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:15 a.m.

Circle Chair is Lou Schuman (phone: 718-9177).

Circle Six

meets at 5:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday evening, September
through June, at SPC Pastors Hall. Bring your own supper. Circle Chair is Bonnie
Andruszka (phone: 985-3496).
•
Bible study is an important part of each Circle's meeting. The lessons are
presented by various Circle members. Individual Circles have chosen the
local mission projects they support. All Circle members participate in our PW
activities.
Please consider becoming a part of PW, whether in Circles, activities or service
projects. You will be most welcome!!
•

PW Thank Offering 2021
In 1888, when the worldwide missionary movement of the church was in dire need of
funds, the Women’s General Missionary Society came to the rescue. The women were
challenged to help the cause by contributing an extra $1 (above and beyond their usual
donation) as a “thank offering to their Lord”, and, as a result, the missionary movement
was able to continue.
Since that time, the PW organization has granted support to literally thousands of
ministries worldwide and raised millions of dollars for mission. Through its annual Thank
Offering, PW has helped to build some of the best hospitals, schools, orphanages, and
domestic violence shelters, and to fund countless other church-related projects and organizations both here
and abroad.
As we approach the season of Thanksgiving, we trust that God will continue to work through us and our gifts.
We will never know the countless people who have been the beneficiaries of our engagement in God’s
mission in the world, but we do believe in the ripple effect of the good that comes from even the small gifts
we bring. Over the last 33 years, Presbyterian Women has granted nearly $27 million to more than 1,600
different projects at home and around the world through the PW Thank Offering.
We encourage ALL OF THE CONGREGATION to contribute toward this year’s Thank Offering. (Please make
your check out to “Seneca Pres. Church” with “Thank” written on the memo line by Nov. 21st).
We welcome the children to gather together each Sunday
morning before worship for Sunday School lessons, stories,
videos, music and time together exploring God's word for
us! The three classes, Grade K-3, Grade 4-5 and Middle School
meet in the downstairs classrooms. Come at 8:50 for a snack
and enjoy time with your friends and teachers from 9:00 to 9:45.
Bring a quarter to add to our collection for Alga in Ethiopia, and
each time you come, add a marble to our jar...when it is filled, we will have a party! Our teachers, Natalie
Arnold, Alicia Rannou, Diana Owens, Ann Smith, Ashley Carlson and Susan Caldwell love working with our
wonderful children!
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Saints’
Sunday
Harry Hendershot
Walker Calderwood
Bill Thompson
Esther McNees
Helen Macaulay

Sunday, November 7th.

Pat Hendershot
Joyce Brickett
Sue Smith
Dr. Robert Dendy
Chris Turner
Knox Williams
Danny Day

SPC Member Steve Jones wearing his
family tartan during Our World
Communion, October 3, 2021.

2021 DSS Christmas Program
Everyone, this is our thirty—first (31st) year participating in the Oconee DSS (Dept. of Social
Services) Christmas Program. 2020 was a very different year because of COVID and this one
seems to be headed in a direction that may also be very strange. Many families may still be
in an uncomfortable financial situation. Because our church family has been blessed in so
many ways and have supported this program so faithfully for a long time, I am sure that we
will be able to make 2021 Christmas special even though it may be different.
Last year we sponsored 41 children plus there was an additional $1705.00 donated by
members to assist DSS to fill in as needed. Plus one of our church elves donated 5 bicycles
to sweeten the pot.

We will provide a PROFILE of a youngster which gives information about their needs and
wants. Sizes for clothing will also be provided. A cover letter will be attached with further
details. These profiles will be available the third week of October.
All you need to do is to call me at 864-247-0381 or email me at
jerryecrabtree@bellsouth.net and you will be provided with information you need to give
your Christmas a wonderful jump start.
If you are a new member, give me a call and let me explain how this very worthwhile
program really works.
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THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 25th and 26th,
FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS.

P
N

Dear Friends, it is hard to believe that November is here already! Of course, with the month
of November, comes Thanksgiving. Throughout 2021, the congregation of Seneca
Ernie Lombard,
Presbyterian Church has lost members and loved ones. I will not mention all by name, but
we sure have lost some good ones! During this month of falling leaves, chilly temperatures,
urse
and less daylight, it is my wish that each and every one has the opportunity to reflect upon
the pleasantries of life that were shared with those no longer with us. And for those of you who are caring
for loved ones, in whatever manner, may you find strength to do so. As always, I am available to listen,
console and offer input. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me, if I may be of assistance. And, to
everyone, may you be doubly blessed with goodness during this season of thanks! Regards, Ernie Lombard,
Parish Nurse.
In Case You are Curious, We Support Four Special Offerings Each Year
•

Thanksgiving: The Thornwell Home for Children, Clinton, SC (statewide)

•

Christmas: The Joy Offering (PC-USA)

•

Easter: The One Great Hour of Sharing (PC-USA)

•

Mother’s Day: The Presbyterian (Retirement) Communities of South Carolina
Your giving is greatly appreciated!
The Flower book needs your attention. Please notice that there are days that no one
has signed up for. Please call or stop by and put your name in the book which is
located in the Knohl Hall Gathering Room near the TV.
November 7 — In lieu of flowers, a donation is being made by Ellen Hotz honoring Dr.
John Hartman, Jeremy Stanton, and Susan Caldwell.
November 14 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Gregg and Kathy Meyers in
loving memory of their parents.
November 21 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Trey and Donna Absher in
honor of their 51st Anniversary. Happy Anniversary!
November 28 — In lieu of flowers, a donation is being made to DSS for Jerry
Crabtree’s work for the children.

Memorials and Honorariums
Sarah Lozier gave a donation in memory of Dr. Dendy.
Pat Williams gave a donation on behalf of Richard Caldwell.
Lee Oelberg gave a donation in memory of Chris Turner.
Ann Smith gave a donation in memory or Danny Day.
Derrick, Ritter, Williams & Morris, P.A. gave a donation in
memory of Danny Day.

Thank you to
Glen McPheeters
for the time he
has spent on
making this sign
look amazing.
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November Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
November 10
November 2

Donna Absher

Tony Knowles

Corbett Long

November 6

November 14

Vicki Andy

Bob Janvrin

November 7

Duane and Margaret Campbell*

Louis and Kelly Holleman*
November 8

November 17
Gil and Pat Huggins*

Duane Campbell
Caroline Carlson
Scott Nickles

November 18
Peggy Fouts
November 20

November 9

Kaki Harmon

Dodie Benzee

November 28
Herbert Morgan
Eleanor Croft
Trey and Donna Absher*
Richard and Susan Caldwell*

Glenn and Kathy McCants*
November 29
Larry Harmon
Robin Smith
November 30
Luke McPhail

November 21

Jane Day

Becky Hetherington
Bill and Carolyn Palmer*

December Birthdays and *Anniversaries
December 1
Ethan Hovencamp
Walt Smith
December 4
Christy Jones
Stephen Jones

December 9
Tracy Andrews
December 11
Bill Hovencamp

December 15
Mike Harper
December 16
Curtis & Elizabeth Long*
December 18
Tim & Lavonne Moon*

December 19
Ken Andruszka
December 20
Judy Todd

December 12

December 21

Pat Williams

Fynn DeHay

December 13
Marti Usher
December 14
Everett Fuller

Makayla Hovencamp
Bill & Rosalie Hovencamp*
Noel Lehner

James Moss

December 22
Lewis Creel
December 25
James & Charlena Gaines*
December 26
Bob & Diane Demont-Malle*
December 27
Brenda Lamb
Lilli Rannou
John & Nancy Wilson*
December 28
Fynn & Brenda DeHay*
Emily & Jerry Land*
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Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
https://www.sprez.org/home

Session 2021

Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up.
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. Pay
the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have to offer.

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport

Friend in Faith Quote
for November

Daylight Savings
Time ends
Sunday, Nov. 7th.

As we enter the winter months, here’s a reminder for Sundays
with snow. Check WYFF for closing information. We will post
our information at that station ONLY. We will also post any
changes on the website, so you can check www.sprez.org. We
try to make those decisions by Saturday evening, if possible.

Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Gary Owens
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Steve Gibson
Fellowship:
Chris Paulik, Moderator
Chad Laxton
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Everett Fuller, Moderator
Stewardship:
David Hartman, Moderator
Worship:
Mark Davenport, Moderator
Chuck Kellner

Deacons
Dates for Sabbath Lunches at Our Daily Kitchen are for
November 7th, 14th, and the 28th. We need your help with
baked goods or would appreciate help preparing and/or
serving those Sundays.

Moderator: Donna Absher
Sue Anders, Vicki Andy,

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune,
Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton

The Friendship Pads are very important. Please print
clearly. This helps us in our record-keeping. If you have a
visitor sitting next to you, please help them with the
friendship pad. Thank you!
If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a
picture if you have one, so we can brag on them in
the Presby Press. Just call the church office (8822505), leave us a note, or email Robin at
rsmithsprez@gmail.com.

Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail,
Julie Perkins

Trustees
Class of 2021: Danny Day
Class of 2022: Louis Holleman
Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche

Seneca Presbyterian Church

115 W. S. 1st Street
Seneca, SC 29678

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505
Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor
johnbhartmanii@outlook.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@gmail.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithsprez@gmail.com

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music
rosencamp81@hotmail.com
Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian
Diane Williams, Financial Secretary
senecaprestreasurer@gmail.com

