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JOHN’S BLOG: August 2021
Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! Praise him for his mighty
deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp! Psalm 150:1-3
In the Christian tradition we often think of prayers of three kinds: thanksgiving; intercession
and petition. It is easy for us to quickly pass over the first to get to the second and third
forms of prayer. That is, our minds are hard wired it seems to focus on the threats to our
existence versus those experiences and events in our lives that are life giving and bring joy to our lives. Being
thankful and joyful seems to be an outlier to be acknowledged in silence.
When I was a teen growing up in the Presbyterian Church, one of my peers would recount something good
that happened in his life to me and then spontaneously exclaim, “Praise the Lord!”. I would shutter a bit, and
not know how to respond, as a solemn Presbyterian who was raised in a stoic congregation. Emotions were
rarely—if ever—expressed in our worship services. The minister’s sermons were regularly rational and
thoughtful. The responses of the congregation in worship were routinely quiet and muted. That was okay. Yet
it seemed to me at times that my congregation had learned to be “seen but not heard”. The had learned to
“observe” worship versus to “participate” in it.
I cannot imagine the Psalmist singing the 150th Psalm in worship in a stoic or muted
voice. The exclamation point in the text confirms this!
Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!
I suspect that worship in the context of this Psalm was filled with thanksgiving to
God and perhaps even shouts of joy!
So let’s “Praise the Lord!” in God’s sanctuary—and in other places as well!

Your Pastor, John

Window on the Session
The meeting began with the Session taking a tour of the Sunday School level of the church to
review Ripple of One’s use of the space. This was part of a report to the Session from the
Administration Committee that was commissioned to do the same. In developing the report to
the Session, the Administration Committee met with stakeholders from both SPC and Ripple of
One to review current space usage and to propose a number of adjustments. The motion
containing these adjustments was made, seconded, and passed.
Pastor John offered an overview of next steps for the church with regards to our future mission
and vision. This discussion included the need for SPC to focus on future budget priorities and to review the
current budget percentages allotted to external and internal mission and ministry.
There was talk that the church may be large enough for an associate pastor to be hired—perhaps someone
that was tech savvy and had expertise in the area of helping our church communicate to current and
potential members via the internet and social media. An Associate Pastor for youth was also named as worth
exploring.
The Session discussed current expenses needed to maintain a house the church owned behind the gazabo
and the need to consider whether or not owning this home continues to be in the best interest of the
congregation.
The Fellowship Committee reported 80+ people attended the hotdog social and referenced a number of
other events planned for September through November.
A Financial Review of the church’s records has just been completed and the summary that will be presented
to Foothills Presbytery was presented to the Session for approval.
Submitted by Elder, Steve Gibson
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . .
To those newly worshipping with us and those who have been visiting for a while, we
warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are invited to join us for any and all of the
activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way.
We also extend an invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a class called
“Discover SPC” that will provide the opportunity for you to become familiar with our church.
The next class is scheduled for Sunday, September 12, 11 am-2pm. Lunch will be served.
While this class is not required, it is encouraged for those interested in church membership. We will welcome
new members to the congregation on September 26.
Please register for this class by calling the church office. If you are interested in membership without
attending the class, let the church office know and you will be included in the new member welcome.
If you are interested in a conversation about membership, do not hesitate to contact Pastor John Hartman by
calling the church office at 882-2505 any time.
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I trust that this finds you and yours well. In the continued midst of
the pandemic, it may be easy to forget the need for a
flu shot. The Centers for Disease Control and
urse
Prevention states that “September and October are good
times to get vaccinated.” This is a good time to speak with your
healthcare provider regarding the annual influenza vaccination.
And, if you have additional questions or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to speak with your Parish Nurse, Ernie Lombard.

Ernie Lombard, RN

P
N

Coffee with Ernie
Tuesday, August 17th, at 9:30 a.m.
Health and Wellness invites you to join us for a cup of coffee and
an opportunity to meet and chat with our wonderful Parish Nurse,
Ernie Lombard. Open topics will be on public and current health
and wellness issues.
This is a perfect time to ask Ernie’s advice.
Come and enjoy this wonderful SPC program! We’ve missed you!
All are welcome!

•

·Circle 2 meeting is on hiatus for the summer
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177

•

Circle 6 meeting is on hiatus for the summer
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455

YES, we will have a yard sale on October 16th.
Start cleaning out your closets and storage rooms and
collecting donations for the yard sale.
We need your treasures.
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JOIN US FOR SHAG LESSONS!
Summer is here and what better time to listen to beach music
and learn how to Shag?
The Church Growth Task Force invites you to join us from 6:30 –
9:00 P.M., August 13th.
Dede and Jeff Ward will be our instructors for a fun evening of
lessons!
The Wards are professional Shaggers from Simpsonville and have
been teaching for 16 years. They are members of the Greenville
Area Shaggers Hall of Fame as well as the SC Shaggers Hall of
Fame!
Dede and Jeff teach group lessons as well as private lessons AND
both have full-time jobs!
It's a perfect time to bring neighbors and friends and share the
welcoming community that is
Seneca Presbyterian Church!
Dress is casual, refreshments will be provided and there is no charge. We will be hosting this event in the
Chapter House and this space is limited to 60 folks. Sign up below or call the church to make your
reservations by August 6th.

Dancing is optional, but can you imagine NOT having happy feet??
Name: _____________________________________________________________ How Many: _______________

Bring a Friend or Family Member to Church Month!
We are proud of our congregation, our pastor, our giving ministries and
our newly renovated facility. We want to share it with others! That’s why
the full month of October has been designated as BAFFMTCM! (Bring a
friend or family member to church month). We are working on a plan to
make special note of their visit without “swarming” them. While visitors
and family members are always welcome we want to make this month
special. So if you have any ideas that you think might work please contact
any member of the Task Force so that we can consider them. Let’s share
the joy and love of our faith community with everyone. Start making the
list and talking to those of your list to join us! ALL ARE WELCOME HERE!
Church Growth Task Force Members:
Donna Absher, Julie Perkins, Jan Crismore, Everett Fuller, Glenn McCants, Diana Owens, Vicki
Andy, Dave Hartman
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
The coffee cart will be back on August 1st! There is a good variety of coffees to choose
from, but special order is always available!
We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast and in regular
grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by check, make it
out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please email or call Bonnie
Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008, if any questions!
Stop by the coffee cart on Sunday, August 1st and pick up a pound of coffee, or order exactly your preferred
roast and grind! Hope to see you there!
Café Justo is a grower-owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic
coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable
small-scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee
purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training and resources for a successful business
and living wages.

Knohl Hall Lock Changed
The doors at Knohl Hall are changed to an Access Control System The doors to
the main entrances (Oak Street parking lot entrance and West South 1st Street
entrance) to Knohl Hall will need a code for entry.
Your key will not work anymore. If you will need a code,
please send an email to Robin Smith, Secretary, or Glenn McCants, Building and
Grounds Moderator, and give your name and the reason you need a code.
Email rsmithsprez@gmail.com or james_mccants@bellsouth.net or call the church 882-2505.

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us

Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
is beginning a new book starting
September 9th.
Everyone is welcome to attend!

COME JOIN US FOR BROWN BAG
AND BIBLE STUDY (BB&B)
Date: Thursday, September 9th
Time: 12:00 - 1:15
Study: “The Applause of Heaven”
by Max Lucado
(a study of the beatitudes)

We will be meeting at noon each Thursday in the Sara Davis Stribling classroom.
$13.79 Amazon or $11.99 Christianbook.com
If you have any questions, you can contact Dian Yanessa (864-882-0282) or John ((864-280-1888).
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The Well
We had our first Graduation Well this month since June, 2020!! It was an absolutely
amazing event. We had around 38 adults and 33 kids and babies. Almost everyone showed up
early with their kiddos to get everyone situated and get upstairs to eat and have fellowship
time. The guests arrived a little early to go over their speeches and write out kudos in each of our graduate’s
boxes to say some kind and encouraging words! Catherine Sturgeon, our Administrative and Impact
Specialist, decorated the upstairs so well while our infamous Carolynn Maddox and crew made a brand new
meal that was delicious!
We had 3 graduates walk at the ceremony/celebration this year: Almon Robinson, Christie Goetz and
Savannah Miller. They were all so happy to have family, friends and their mentorship teams there to cheer
them on!! First, we ate dinner together while some people posed for pictures. Megan Sanders, our Spiritual
Care Pastor and Well Director, was our MC for the night and she led us
really well! Stephanie Enders spoke while we were eating about balance and
self-care and intentionality in day—to—day lives. Then Megan introduced
each graduate to come up and receive the scrapbook that one of our
graduates, Magan Smith, creates for them as her “volunteer give back” to
Ripple of One, alongside their graduation certificate. Megan Sanders then
gave them their superlative and the grads sat in a panel to hear their
mentors and financial coaches give speeches about them. The three of them
answered questions about what it was like to be in the program and what
they would go back and change if they could. It was a great time and lots of
fun! It’s always so good to be with our Ripple Family.
Thank you again to all of our community partners, volunteers and donors like Seneca Presbyterian
Church for helping transform lives and being serious ripple wave makers! We couldn’t do what we do
without you.
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Save the date:
5th Annual Our Brother’s Keeper
O.U.M. (formerly O.P.S.F.) Golf Tournament
October 1, 2021
Our Brother’s Keeper is holding the 5th Annual Golf Tournament. We are asking everyone at SPC to think
about who they can ask to be a hole sponsor. Examples are your handyman, lawyer, financial advisor, and/or
just someone in honor of or memory of a loved one. Below is a list of sponsor amounts. Also, if you are a
golfer, we are accepting golfers to play on October 1, 2021. Applications are available in the church office.

Platinum Sponsor $1000.00 - Will include complimentary entry for team of four (4)
Please provide names of the 4 golfers.

Gold Sponsor

$750.00 – Will include complimentary entry for team of two (2)

Please provide names of the 2 golfers.

Silver Sponsor
Bronze Sponsor
Hole Sponsor

$500.00
$250.00
$100.00
FORMAT: 18 HOLES, CAPTAIN’S CHOICE
AWARDS: CLOSEST TO THE PIN and CLOSEST TO THE LINE
SPECIAL: $10,000 HOLE-IN-ONE AWARD
AWARDS FOR 1ST AND 2ND PLACE TEAMS PER FLIGHT
WHO: OPEN TO ALL WOMEN, MEN, COUPLES AND FOURSOMES
WHEN: FRIDAY, October 1, 2021
RAIN DATE: October 8, 2021
WHERE: OCONEE COUNTRY CLUB
REGISTRATION: 8:00 AM

781 RICHLAND RD

SENECA, SC

SHOTGUN: 9:00 AM

REGISTRATION FEE OF $60.00 PER PERSON OR $240.00 PER TEAM BY September 17, 2021

BENEFIT FOR THE OCONEE UNITED MINISTRIES
The Oconee United Ministries (O.U.M.), a partner of United Way, was founded in 1981 to help needy persons
of Oconee County who have fallen through the cracks of community assistance and need emergency financial
aid for rent, utilities, medical and dental, prescription drugs, GED fees and transportation. The fund is
supported by the Presbyterian Churches (USA) of Oconee County (Seneca, Westminster, Bethel, West Union,
and Walhalla) and United Methodist Churches (Clemson and St. Mark). Since its inception, this small
organization, an approved 501(c)(3) charity, has disbursed $1,975,000 to 22,389 households. The mission has
remained unchanged for 38 years. O.U.M continues to open Tuesdays and Thursdays and is staffed entirely by
volunteers from the churches. All contributions go to meet the needs of families in Oconee County.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

864-882-2505
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4th of July Picnic
Over 81 people
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Little Green Thumbs Garden
Day at the Garden

The Ripple of One elementary children joined
our wonderful garden volunteers (Chellye,
George, Elizabeth, Ken, Bonnie, Richard and
Susan) for a scavenger hunt on a warm
Thursday evening in the bountiful garden! The
twelve children were excited and also so
helpful to each other as they searched the
garden for zucchini, cherry tomatoes, purple
and green beans, Brussel sprouts, sweet
potatoes, and interesting smelling herbs. The
kids each enjoyed a "mock" apple tart - made
with zucchini from the garden. No one guessed
it was zucchini instead of apples! We are so
fortunate to share the joy of a garden with
these very special children! Our plan is to
invite our Sunday School children out in the
garden to explore and harvest some
vegetables, too!
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Hear ye, hear ye!!
Lords and Ladies of SPC, VBS 2022 is in the
making, and we need your help.
Each month we will post items needed for our
Knights of North Castle.
If you would be so kind and are able to help,
please donate the following:
Found at Hobby Lobby, Michaels, or $ Tree
This month we are collecting
Construction Paper, Markers, Tacky Glue
These items will be used for crafts and decorating the castle.

Thank you all for your donations.

Memorials and Honorariums
Ann Smith gave a donation in memory of Joyce Brickett.
Ken and Lou Schuman gave a donation in memory of Betty DuBose.
Stuart and Bev Hendershot gave a donation in memory of Pat and Harry Hendershot.
Keith and Deborah Rude gave a donation in memory of Pat and Harry Hendershot.
Ann Smith gave a donation in memory of Pat and Harry Hendershot.

The Flower book needs your attention. Please notice that there are days that no
one has signed up for. Please call or stop by and put your name in the book.
August 1 —
August 8 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Lyn Norton in loving memory of
Bruce.
August 15 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Wayne & Donna Montague for
their wedding anniversary. Happy Anniversary!
August 22 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Peggy & Jerry Fouts in honor of
their wedding anniversary. Happy Anniversary!
August 29 —

Consider how the
wild flowers grow.
They do not labor
or spin. Yet I tell
you, not even
Solomon in all his
splendor was
dressed like one of
these.

Luke 12:27
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SPC Shared Blessings Pantry
The title says it all…the congregation of
SPC is sharing their food with our
neighbors who need our help. But as
you can see from the photo,
sometimes the pantry is not as full as it
could be.
The church fills the box on Mondays and Fridays, but in between those
days, if you happen to go shopping and pick up a few extra items,
please drive by the box and put them inside. Our neighbors in need
love peanut butter crackers, canned fruit, granola bars, bottled water,
easy-to-open containers of any type of food you think might be
nutritional.
We are all blessed when we help others. Thank you!

Young People’s Choir at the church?
The children will have rehearsal Sundays, 11:15 AM, immediately
following the worship service and will meet in the Choir Room. All
children aged 5 through 12 are invited to come, AND any young person
aged 13 and older is also invited to come to talk with our Music Director,
Rosalie Hovencamp, about singing with the adult choir.
A young person need not be a member of SPC to come and sing with us.
All are welcome.
Choir/Band meets every Tuesday for practice at 6:00 pm.
If you have a young person who you will bring to this meeting / rehearsal OR have additional questions,
please contact Rosalie Hovencamp by email at: rosencamp81@hotmail.com

Our handbell choir welcomes new ringers. If you would like to know more about
ringing bells, join them on Mondays, starting August 23rd, at 6:00 p.m. Come
explore the challenge and joy of hand bells! We welcome anyone who is interested
in learning to play and joining the fun they have ringing the bells. Don’t be shy,
come and try!

Great Decisions 2021
This will be our fifth year to host a Great Decisions discussion group. Again we
welcome Jay Hetherington as our teacher/facilitator. We gather weekly on
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. Remaining dates are August 4th and 11th. Topics
left are: Roles of International Organizations in a Global Pandemic and The End of
Globalization.

For more information about our group or to sign up, contact the church office (864-882-2505).
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Calling all Parents, Grandparents, and Neighbors! If you know a child who loves to
read or to be read to, be sure to tell them about The Little Free Library which is
located by the Lower Level Door to the Sunday School Rooms at Seneca
Presbyterian Church. New books have been added weekly. Remember to take
one and leave one. Have fun!

Eleventh Annual SPC Women's Retreat
We are excited to announce that our eleventh annual retreat will finally
happen September 24th and 25th. If you have not been on a retreat with us,
please consider joining us for time away from the everyday and to make new
friends, rest, relax and enjoy God’s beautiful creation. There are a limited
number of spaces available for anyone who would like to join us.
The retreat will again be held at Asbury Hills Retreat Center in Cleveland, SC.
We will gather in the late afternoon on Friday and spend 24 hours together,
then return home, refreshed, and renewed, on Saturday afternoon. The cost is
$100 for overnight accommodations, including bedding and towels, and three
meals - dinner on Friday, breakfast, and lunch on Saturday. The price also
includes an honorarium for our leader, Elizabeth Hartman. If cost is an issue,
partial scholarships are available from Presbyterian Women and from the
Christian Education Committee. For information about scholarships please
contact Kathy Gerner, CE moderator.
To reserve a spot, please fill out the form below and return to the church with your check for $100 made out
to Seneca Presbyterian Church with "Women's Retreat 2021" on the memo line.
We have two cabins available; please indicate which you prefer. Batson is larger and closer to the Dining Hall.
Creekside is smaller and a little bit farther to the Dining Hall. All rooms offer individual beds and a private
bath. There is a single room available (in Creekside), four rooms that sleep three people, and the others are
doubles. If you have roommate preferences, please also indicate that.
Contact Brenda Thomson at 864-723-9031 or abthomson@charter.net if you need additional information or
have any questions.
Name_____________________________________________________________
E-mail address______________________________________________________
Lodge preference:

Batson________________ Creekside________________

Room preference:

Single_________ Double__________ Triple__________
Roommate(s)___________________________________
The single room will be reserved on a first come, first served basis.
Additional requests for single rooms may be accommodated if all double
rooms are not filled.

Interested in carpooling:

Willing to drive___________ Want a ride____________
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August Birthdays and *Anniversaries
August 2
Lavonne Moon
Walt & Sandy Smith*
August 3
Elizabeth Lipscomb
August 5
Sue Masters
August 6
Larry & Jill Marett*
August 8
Holly McPheeters
August 10
Gary & Ann Castle*
Joanna Redick

August 13
Booty Catlin(please no cards)
Rosalie Hovencamp
Skip & Kelly Henninger*
August 14
Ann Castle
Paul & Lesley LaRoche*
August 16
Debby Kenworthy
August 17
Rodger & Diana Low*
August 18
Melinda Harper
John & Elizabeth Hartman*
August 19
Wayne & Donna Montague*

August 20
Mike & Belinda Harper*
August 23
Eleanor Richardson
Jerry and Peggy Fouts*
Noel & Betty Lehner*
Alan & Brenda Thomson*
August 24
Sally Caswell
August 26
Chris & Dennis Paulik*
August 27
Nancy Clayton
Norma Liebenberg

August 28
Knox & Pat Williams*
Tony & Carol Knowles*
August 29
Jim & Debby Kenworthy*
August 30
Jonathan Young
Liz Laxton
Chellye Pomeroy
August 31
John & Linda Hostetler*

September Birthdays and *Anniversaries
September 2
Betty Gawlik
September 4
Dennis Paulik
September 5
Mary Gibson
David & Carol Hartman*
Steve & Christy Jones*
Steve & Mary Gibson*
September 6
Robert Leitner
Sarah Seale
September 7
Greg & Nancy Henning*

Norma & Donald Liebenberg*

September 8
Adelaide Carpenter
Bob Hill
Linda Hostetler
Don & Joan Erdman*
September 11
Bob & JoAnn Hill*
September 12
Chuck Kellner
Pep & Sarah Seale*
September 13
George & Judy Todd*
September 16
Nancy Henning

September 18
Ann Smith
Ken & Lou Schuman*
September 19
Nancy Black
September 20
Jim Olsen
Dian Yanessa
Chris & Janey Turner*
September 21
Pat Harris
September 23
Nancy Allgood
Abigail Carlson
Kathy McCants
Jean Reinking

September 24
Carla Honea
Ben Sullivan
Tony & Sandy Alford*
September 25
Sarah Low
Jill Marett
September 26
Ann Fuller
Helen Lewis
Donna Montague
September 28
Alicia Rannou
September 29
Karen Gomez
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Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
https://www.sprez.org/home

Session 2021

Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up.
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. Pay
the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have to offer.

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport

Church Giving Made EZ!
For those of the congregation that turn 70 1/2 in 2021
and are fortunate enough to have an IRA, giving is
made easier. Contributions given to the church may be
given TAX FREE by having a check issued from your
IRA. Consult with your financial advisor on how to do
this directly for TAX FREE application. Just ensure that
your name appears on the check so that we can
properly credit your account. This form of giving also helps meet the
required minimum distribution rules.

Friend in Faith
Quote
for August

Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Gary Owens
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Steve Gibson
Fellowship:
Chris Paulik, Moderator
Chad Laxton
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Everett Fuller, Moderator
Stewardship:
David Hartman, Moderator
Worship:
Mark Davenport, Moderator
Chuck Kellner

Deacons
Moderator: Donna Absher
If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a picture
if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby
Press. Just call the church office (882-2505), leave us a
note, or email Robin at rsmithsprez@gmail.com.
FIFTH SUNDAY PEANUT BUTTER – Every fifth Sunday this
congregation presents an offering of peanut butter that
will be given to the Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut
butter is wonderfully nutritious but also too expensive to
purchase in bulk, so your contributions are greatly
appreciated. Don’t forget your peanut butter on Sunday.

Sue Anders, Vicki Andy,

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune,
Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton
Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail,
Julie Perkins

Trustees
Class of 2021: Danny Day
Class of 2022: Louis Holleman
Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche

Seneca Presbyterian Church
Corner of Oak and W. South 1st Street, Seneca, SC
(864) 882-2505 sprez.org

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505
Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor
johnbhartmanii@outlook.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@gmail.com

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music
rosencamp81@hotmail.com
Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithsprez@gmail.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian
Diane Williams, Financial Secretary
senecaprestreasurer@gmail.com

