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JOHN’S BLOG: June 2021
“WE DID IT!”
Question: “But WHAT did we do?”
Answer: “SPC has survived a devastatingly challenging year of the
pandemic/tornado AND we are thriving as a church.”
Question: “How so?”
Answer: We never stopped worshipping in our sanctuary and expanded the outreach of our Sunday
Morning Worship Service to many persons near and far via FACEBOOK.

Question: “Is that all?”
Answer: Not at all. We have been looking to the future to find ways to tell our church’s story to others
outside our church so that they will join us.
Question: “Can you give me some examples?”
Answer: We have spruced up the church’s landscaping and added “All Welcome” banners on the
columns outside the front doors to our sanctuary. We have placed information about our worship
service and church program in rooms used by outside groups. We have developed a plan to update
Knohl Hall so that it can become a gathering place for our members and visitors. We added Jeremy
Stanton as a staff member to our music ministry team.
Question: “Did we do this at the expense of mission giving?”
Answer: Recently we built the “Special Blessings Food Pantry” next to the church’s Chapter House to
help those with pressing food needs in our neighborhood. We gave $50,000 dollars to the City of
Seneca to help persons whose homes were decimated by the tornado. All together SPC gave over
$193,000 to mission causes outside our church in 2020.
Question: “A lot of churches have had budget problems last year. How about SPC?”
Answer: We have not. In fact, so far in 2021 the congregation’s giving is above budget.
Question: “So how is the Spirit of SPC?’
Answer: In I Peter 1: 6-7 we read,
“In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds
of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold,
which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.”

We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . .
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You are
invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please let us
know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this church.
Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of church
membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged
to participate in these classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do
not hesitate to call the church office anytime at 882-2505.
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Window on the Session
May 24th 2021
Lighting of the Candle and opening prayers and devotion
The session viewed a video from Sweeny Agency outlining positive thinking and the future It
holds for health and welfare. It stressed Fear vs Trust. Many points are used by the
Greenville Health System. The video lasted about 5 minutes with a discussion following.
We were noted by the Presbytery that we were the healthiest and most successful church during the Covid
Crisis.
We then discussed the concerns of the Church and approved a review of the current membership role
The Barbeque was huge success, 79 attendees, maybe the best yet.
Our Rev. John Hartman and Senator Alexander will be speaking at the Ripple resale store on 6/5 at 10 am,
your support would be appreciated.
We will be starting to prepare for the stewardship drive led by Dave Hartman
We approved Pastor John’s vacation dates for the summer and Richard Caldwell will be out substitute.
Session approved the funding of the Refreshing project of Knohl Hall. To begin ASAP
Submitted by Chuck Kellner

The Flower book needs your attention. Please notice that there are days that no
one has signed up for. Please call or stop by and put your name in the book.
June 6 —
June 13 —
June 20 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Lyn Norton in loving memory of
Bruce.
June 27 — Flowers are placed in the sanctuary by Helen Kelly in loving memory of
Russ.

Consider how the wild
flowers grow. They do
not labor or spin. Yet I
tell you, not even
Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed
like one of these.
Luke 12:27

4th of July Picnic
July 4, 2021 – 11:15
Please join us for our annual 4th of July Hotdog Picnic following the 10:00
worship service. Hotdogs, cole slaw, baked beans, dessert, lemonade,
and iced tea will be provided.
Please sign up by Wednesday, June 30th, so we will be sure to have plenty of
food! You may call the church office or utilize the church website
under “Fellowship Events.”
Name _______________________________________________________ #Attending _______
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CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Andrew (Andy) Kief, the grandson of Vicki Andy, graduated from
college on the Dean’s List last month at Fairmont State University
in West Virginia. He majored in Criminal Justice with a minor in
Political Science. He very much wants to pursue his career with
the Federal System.
This is what graduation looks like in the year of the COVID
pandemic. At least, he was able to walk across the stage and
receive his diploma. Although we could not attend the actual
graduation, we were there for a wonderful family celebration.

Tim and Lavonne Moon, are proud grandparents of
granddaughter, Lauren Speare. She received her PHD in
Microbiology from UNC Chapel Hill in April.
She will be employed in Boston.
Also, their grandson, David Ribar, has also graduated and received
his PHD from Princeton University in May, majoring in politics. He
will be employed in Washington, DC.

Larry and Susan Goebel are proud grandparents of Owen Cornmesser, who
graduated in May from Fossil Ridge High School in Fort Collins, Colorado. He plans to
attend Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colorado in the fall,
majoring in Engineering on a golf scholarship.

Bill and Carolyn Palmer have a granddaughter, Hannah Noelle Johnson, who will be graduating from Virginia
th
Commonwealth University in Richmond, VA with a doctorate in Occupational Therapy May 15 . Her
undergraduate studies were finished at James Madison University in VA. We are so proud of her and look
forward to watching her future accomplishments.

Bob and Sally Caswell are proud grandparents of Gannon and
Peter Caswell. Gannon was presented The Timothy Award at the
Awards assembly for the Upper School at Charlotte Christian
School. This was especially nice because he is just a tenth-grader
and most awards are given to seniors. We are really proud of him
and his brother Peter who won this award for the Lower School
last year. A tradition of service in their family is surely a blessing.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Carolyn Maddox is the proud mentor of twins Maegan and Meredith Carpenter. They are both graduating
from Seneca High School and heading off to two different colleges.

Carolyn Maddox is the proud grandmother of Jacob
Bennett, who graduated from University of Cincinnati
with a Degree in Computer Programming, Cum Laude.
While a senior, his group project took 1st place in their
division. Kollab is a web application that is designed to
help college students find projects that fit their interest.
Students are able to sign into the website and view
projects that are tailored for what they enjoy:
education, technology and more.

Susan and Richard Caldwell's daughter-in-law Mollie Campbell graduated in
May with a Masters Degree in Mental Health Counseling at Columbia
International University. She accomplished this while teaching high school
mathematics (virtually) and along with her husband Jon, being a full—time
soccer parent to Mary Taylor and Daniel!

Jerry and Peggy Fouts are proud grandparents of Haidyn Fouts
Turner who graduated from Wake Forest University with a
Bachelor of Science in Exercise and Health Science
and a Minor in Biology.

Nancy Ramsey is the proud grandmother of Tatum Leigh Ramsey. She graduated from the
University of Georgia with degrees in Psychology/Biology on Friday, May 14th. Plans are to
continue her education to be a Physician Assistant at this time.
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
The coffee cart will be back on June 6th! We will be practicing social distancing, so
please be aware of others when browsing or purchasing! There is a good variety to
choose from, but special order is always available!
We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast and in regular
grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by check, make
it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please email or call
Bonnie Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008, if any questions.
Stop by the coffee cart on Sunday, June 6th, and pick up a pound of coffee, or order exactly your preferred
roast and grind! Hope to see you there!
Café Justo is a grower—owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic
coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable
small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee
purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training and resources for a successful business
and living wages.

Emily Douglas, granddaughter of Robin Smith, was babysitting Jack Schwartz,
son of Natalie Arnold during the class, Who Stole My Church. While enjoying the
children’s puzzles in the library, they had a visitor. His name is Seth the Comfort
Dog (who came to work with Diane Williams). Seth is a trained LCC K-9 Comfort
Dog at Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church in Seneca. He interacts with people at
churches, schools, nursing homes, hospitals, events and in disaster response
situations. Seth is a friend who brings a calming influence and allows people to
open up their hearts and receive help for what is affecting them.

Helen Alexander Macaulay, died on May 6th, at a Presbyterian retirement community
named River Landing, near High Point, NC. Mom was 91 years old. Scott Nickels, is my
first cousin, and one of my mom’s nephews. Mom, and my late dad, the Rev. Wilkes
Dendy Macaulay, were both children of Seneca Presbyterian; both baptized there (Dad
in 1927, I believe, Mom in 1930). They dated while in college, and married at Seneca
Church on July 1, 1950. Thank you from her son, Rev. W. Clay Macaulay.
Dear Wonderful Souls of SPC,
You all are AMAZING! In large ways like tornado relief assistance and quieter,
equally meaningful ways like card ministry, you put your time, talents, and hearts
into service for others.
Don and I have been blessed by the multitude of cards that have filled our mailbox
for weeks. You cannot imagine what your love, support, encouragement, and
especially your prayers have meant to us. Thank you, dear friends.
I continue my battle with cancer; I am doing well and only have a few side effects from the chemo pill.
Cancer certainly makes you stop, re-evaluate your life, and reset priorities. Don and I are happy and grateful
for all our many blessings; the Seneca Presbyterian congregation is a special gift to both of us. We
appreciate who you are and the variety of ways you reach out and share God’s love. We call you by name in
our prayers of thanksgiving to God. Warm hugs and misses, Don and Sally Owen
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Day at the Garden

We enjoyed a busy time in the garden with the Ripple of One children on a nice Tuesday evening in May. Our
garden volunteers (Holly, Elizabeth, Ken, Bonnie, George, Richard, Susan) had so much fun interacting with
the kids and seeing the hands-on learning that happens in this beautiful garden. Other volunteers (Chellye,
Judy, and Nancy) will be joining us through the summer, and of course, we are always open to welcoming
you!
George captured the children's interest with showing some tree seeds and talking about the marvel of seeds
that become trees. He provided bags of sample seeds for the children to take home. Thank you, George!
The kids peeked into the bird box to discover that the baby birds they saw three weeks before had fledged.
They planted tomato plants (and found some juicy worms in that part of the garden), dill, rosemary, thyme,
parsley and celery. They added soil around the potatoes to encourage more growth, pulled up some radishes
and sweet onions, and did some weeding too!
Everyone picked lettuce (three kinds....Bibb, Buttercrunch and Black Seeded Simpson) to take home for
salads and sandwiches!
The lettuce is abundant and tender and delicious, so we invited folks at worship on Sunday to come out and
pick some for themselves, and just enjoy the garden, too.
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SABBATH LUNCHES: June 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th will be our days to serve
lunches at Our Daily Bread. I will need desserts and volunteers to help.
You can bring desserts any time to the church.
Contact is Carolyn Maddox (944-2436)

Save the date:
5th Annual Our Brother’s Keeper
O.U.M. Formally O.P.S.F. Golf Tournament
October 1, 2021

YES, we will have a yard sale on October 16th.
Start cleaning out your closets and storage rooms and
collecting donations for the yard sale. We need your treasures.
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SPC Congregation,
The Shared Blessing Pantry is continuing
to be used and successful, thanks to an
amazing SPC congregation and other
local neighbors who continue to stock its
shelves.
Just as a reminder to all: if you want to drop off food to the box during
the week, which is located in front of the Chapter House, the best days
are Tuesday - Thursday. Foods that have a ‘pop-top’ are easiest. Also
fruit cups, spaghetti sauce/noodles, small boxes of cereal, crackers,
granola bars, peanut butter and jelly.
Thanks to all of you who have embraced this new ministry.
SPC Deacons

•

·Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, June 1st, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the
church library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177
• Circle 6 meeting is on hiatus for the summer
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455

LOOKING FOR A SENECA PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER COORDINATOR
All of us now know only too well that disasters can strike and we are no exception.
Every Presbyterian church in South Carolina is being strongly encouraged to have a
Disaster Coordinator. This person, with help from others, would be the contact person in
our church should a disaster occur and this person would know how to use and put into
motion our church’s own disaster plan. That plan is yet to be developed but will be. For
more information and/or if you are interested, please contact Richard Caldwell, our Parish
Associate. E-mail: rwcfrog@bellsouth.net or Phone: 710-5407.

Great Decisions 2021
This will be our fifth year to host a Great Decisions discussion group. Again we will
welcome Jay Hetherington as our teacher/facilitator. We will gather weekly on
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. The dates are July 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, August 4th
and 11th. Briefing books are $32 each, and you can purchase them, on the web site
Great Decisions 2021.
Topics for 2021 are: Global Supply Chains and National Security, Persian Gulf
Security Issues, Brexit and the European Union, Struggles Over the Melting Arctic, China’s Role in Africa,
The Korean Peninsula, Roles of International Organizations in a Global Pandemic, The End of Globalization?
For more information about our group or to sign up, contact the church office (864-882-2505).
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Welcome to the month of June.

P
N

June is the month in which the Summer Solstice takes place, Sunday, June 20 th, this year, thus
providing the day in the year with the most sunlight. Also, unless recommendations have
urse
changed, folks will be feeling more inclined to socialize in group settings. Certainly, those who are
able to do so, will be increasingly going to different places, which is the Merriam-Webster dictionary
definition of out and about. Unfortunately, for various reasons, not all will be able to indulge in such
recreation. One reason for such can be limited mobility and decreasing independence. For those, home is
the place where most time is spent. During this time, accidents such as falls may happen. In this case, a
medical alert system can be a true lifesaver. There are many choices available, and one interesting article
describing such can be found at
https://www.consumerreports.org/medical-alert-systems/how-to-choose-a-medical-alert-system/
Also, for those who already have such a system, it is wise to occasionally test the
system by pressing the button and informing the person responding to such that it
is simply a test. Have questions regarding medical alert systems? If so, please do not
hesitate to reach out to me.
Enjoy yourselves and stay safe. Ernie Lombard, RN, Parish Nurse
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June 2
Diana Low
June 3
Thomas & Ashley Carlson*
Kenny Hunt
Beti Strobeck
June 5
Bob Simpson
June 7
Bob & Debbie Simpson*
June 8
Don & Cindi Lesley*
June 10
Tom & Nancy Land*
Matthew & Alicia Rannou*
June 11
Kyle & Emily Cutler*
Jeremy Stanton
James & Merilyn Moss*
June 12
Betty Lehner
July 1
Evans & Pat Harris*
Sally Owen
July 4
Jane Thomas
July 5
Larry Kolze
Chad Laxton
July 6
Susan Caldwell
Merilyn Moss
July 7
Greg Henning
July 8
Shirley Lacy

June Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
June 13
Rick Black
June 14
Ellie Murr
Pat Huggins
Charlie & Joyce Brickett*
June 15
Barbara Click
Brenda DeHay
Joan Riley
Doug & Barbara Click*
Kenneth & Bonnie Andruszka*
Ron & Ellie Croft*
June 16
Buddy Letson
Matthew Murr
Carolyn Palmer
June 19
Suzan Strickland

June 21
Rick & Nancy Black*
Warren & Adelaide Carpenter*
June 22
John Hostetler
June 25
Joseph & Katelyn Carlson*
Glen & Holly McPheeters*
June 26
Judy Kellner
June 27
Gabrielle Carlson
Matthew Carlson
Deb Conway
June 28
Tony Alford
June 30
Carol Shively
Larry & Susan Goebel*
Lynn & Margaret Trainer*

July Birthdays and *Anniversaries
July 10
Catherine Caudle
Don Liebenberg
Don & Sally Owen*
Cecil & Irene Rigby*
July 11
Beverly & Jerry Crabtree*
Emily Davis
July 12
Steve Gibson
July 13
Bill Palmer
July 15
Joyce Brickett

July 16
Sandy Alford
Karen Hansen
Fay Whitmire
July 18
Barbara Kolze
July 19
Mark & Barbara Davenport*
July 24
Michele Creel
Chris Paulik
Everett & Ann Fuller*

July 26
Trey Absher
Gabe Rannou
Ann Sullivan
Rich & Kathy Gerner*
July 27
Wayne Montague
July 29
Nancy Zint
July 30
Don & Betty Aschom*
July 31
Danny & Jane Day*

Memorials and Honorariums
Cynthia Hartman has given a donation in honor of Dr. Hartman.
Nancy Williams has given a donation in honor of Dr. Hartman.

Gary and Diana Owens gave a donation in honor of Don and Nancy Clayton.
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Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
https://www.sprez.org/home
Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up.
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons. Pay
the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have to offer.

Church Giving Made EZ!
For those of the congregation that turn 70 1/2 in 2021
and fortunate enough to have an IRA, giving is made
easier. Contributions given to the church may be given
TAX FREE by having a check issued from your IRA.
Consult with your financial advisor on how to do this
directly for TAX FREE application. Just ensure that your
name appears on the check so that we can properly
credit your account. This form of giving also helps meet the required
minimum distribution rules.

Don and Nancy Clayton
501 Edann Road
Glenside, PA 19038
Thank you all, Nancy

Lewis and Michele Creel
1248 Pendleton Circle
The Villages, FL 32162

The total for this years Mother’s Day
Offering was $1,705.00. Thank you to
everyone who gave.

Session 2021

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Gary Owens
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Steve Gibson
Fellowship:
Chris Paulik, Moderator
Chad Laxton
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Everett Fuller, Moderator
Stewardship:
David Hartman, Moderator
Worship:
Mark Davenport, Moderator
Chuck Kellner

Deacons
Moderator: Donna Absher
Sue Anders, Vicki Andy,

Friend in Faith Quote for June
Now join your hands,
and with your hands,
your hearts.

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune,
Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton
Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail,
Julie Perkins

Trustees
If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a picture
if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby
Press. Just call the church office (882-2505), leave us a
note, or email Robin at rsmithsprez@gmail.com.

Class of 2021: Danny Day
Class of 2022: Louis Holleman
Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche

Seneca Presbyterian Church
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC
(864) 882-2505 sprez.org

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505
Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor
johnbhartmanii@outlook.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@gmail.com

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music
rosencamp81@hotmail.com
Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithsprez@gmail.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian
Diane Williams, Financial Secretary
senecaprestreasurer@gmail.com

